Darryl Ryan Bowles

Families Fighting Careless Driving

19 Falconridge Drive

Hamilton, Ontario

L9B 2P2

Mr. Dalton McGuinty

Premier of Ontario

Legislative Building, Room 281

Queens Park

Toronto, Ontario

M7A 1A1
Dear Mr. McGuinty,
As you know my Dad, Donald Michael Bowles was killed by someone charged with careless driving, 3 minutes away from my home. He was my best friend and role model. He was only 65 years old, very healthy, and just starting to enjoy retirement.  He had at least 20 more years to live.  I previously sent you a letter back in November 2008 indicating the need for changes to the careless driving laws.  I appreciate you responding back to me with your letter dated Dec 17(attached), but many of the issues I brought up were not addressed in your response letter.  You indicated in your letter the things you have put in place regarding street racing and young drivers, but this does not address the current laws for careless driving.  In addition, you indicated in your letter that careless driving falls under the criminal code, this is incorrect. Careless Driving, even if it results in death of another person, falls under the traffic law. 
 As I initially indicated to you in my letter back in November 2008 a person convicted of careless driving and responsible for killing your loved one, receives a slap on the wrist, a small license suspension and $1000 fine. No law even exists for careless driving causing death.  Whether you hit a tree or kill a person, it is called “careless driving”. Although the laws states they can receive up to 6 months in jail they hardly ever do. Even if they have a terrible driving history, jail time is very rare.  Careless driving is a separate issue from street racing that you mentioned in your response letter to me.  Many times careless drivers who run red lights, speed etc. are not necessarily racing or impaired, they are just bad and disrespectful drivers. And when their actions result in them killing another person and destroying a family, they usually walk free.  In addition, because careless driving falls under the traffic law they will not even receive a criminal record.  These laws are terrible and unjust and must be looked at.  What kind of message does this send to the person who killed our loved one? These drivers are a risk to everyone on the road and must have severe penalties when someone has been killed.  
My dad was robbed of life. A part of me died on that day with my dad. My life will never be the same; it has taken a traumatic turn.  I have received a life sentence of terrible pain.  My dreams were shattered the day my dad was killed. I now live with the images of how my Dad was killed everyday.  It is a constant nightmare.  I also think everyday, did my dad feel pain, and did he suffer. My children will grow up with out a grandfather.  My family and I have been scarred forever, but it is not just us going through this.  Families from around Ontario and the country are suffering this same tragedy and are forced to deal with these unjust laws.  
 This is why I formed Families Fighting Careless Driving.  We are a group of Families that have been through similar tragedies fighting to change the laws relating to careless driving.  We will be an ongoing support group for each other and be an advocate for change so roads are safer for all Canadians.  I don’t want to see any other family go through this.  In my previous letter, I also proposed much needed law changes to drug testing, the court system, and preventative measures to make our roads safer of which none were addressed.  A lot of time and effort was put into this. I have attached them again for you.
 I would like to meet with you to discuss my proposed changes and careless driving in more detail. Families Fighting Careless Driving has no intention of backing down from its quest or to give up on its mission. We will remain committed to fight until something is done about the current laws so that careless drivers are held more accountable for their negligence behind the wheel.  I won’t let my Dad and all other innocent people around Canada be killed in vain. 
I ask that you please check out our website for more details. You will notice on our website we have been on many media outlets in Hamilton, Guelph and also 680 news in Toronto.  Driver magazine in Toronto has also just completed an article on our cause for their January issue. We will appear on some other Toronto TV media outlets over the next few weeks.  We will be holding a rally near your office very soon, but I would prefer to meet with your first.  
I have attached some articles that have been published in local papers and some pictures of my family that was torn apart. Finally, I am attaching some information that was sent to Driver Magazine as they prepared for their article.  It summarizes the details of my family tragedy and the formation of Families Fighting Careless Driving.  

Please let me know when I can meet with you.  

Thanks

Darryl Bowles

Families Fighting Careless Driving
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